
#SPARConCampus

Raising the Impact of 
Research, Scholarship & 
Education Through Openness

Nicole Allen (@txtbks)
Director of Open Education, SPARC

Nick Shockey  (@R2RC)
Director of Programs & Engagement, SPARC
Director, Right to Research Coalition

UCSB | May 15, 2014 | #OpenTourCali



#SPARConCampuswww.sparc.arl.org



#SPARConCampuswww.sparc.arl.org



#SPARConCampus

Average journal price in Health Sciences:

Biology

= $2,653

Chemistry

= $4,450

Physics

= $3,893

= $1,482

Source: Library Journal 2013 Periodicals Pricing Survey
“The Winds of Change | Periodicals Price Survey 2013,” by Stephen Bosch and Kittie Henderson. Library Journal, 
April 25, 2013: http://lj.libraryjournal.com/2013/04/publishing/the-winds-of-change-periodicals-price-survey-2013
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Source: Library Journal 2013 Periodicals Pricing Survey
“The Winds of Change | Periodicals Price Survey 2013,” by Stephen Bosch and Kittie Henderson. Library Journal, 
April 25, 2013: http://lj.libraryjournal.com/2013/04/publishing/the-winds-of-change-periodicals-price-survey-2013
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Source:  ARL Statistics 2010-11 Association of Research Libraries, Washington, D.C.
*Includes electronic resources from 1999-2000 onward.
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http://dateline.ucdavis.edu/dl_detail.lasso?id=12774

www.sparc.arl.org



#SPARConCampus

Publishing obscure academic journals is 
that rare thing in the media industry: 

“a licence to print money.”

Source: The Economist, “Open Sesame,” April 14, 2012: http://www.economist.com/node/21552574
www.sparc.arl.org



#SPARConCampuswww.righttoresearch.org

Publishing is big business…
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Publishing is big business…

39%

Source: “Elsevier STM publishing profits rise to 39%” 
http://poeticeconomics.blogspot.com/2014/03/elsevier-stm-publishing-profits-rise-to.html
www.sparc.arl.org
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Is there a reason 
publishing should be
this expensive?

www.sparc.arl.org
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http://www.phdcomics.com/comics/archive.php?comicid=1200

www.sparc.arl.org
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80% 
of research is

publicly 
funded

Source: “Academic Publishing: Survey of funders supports the benign Open Access outcome priced into 
shares, HSBC Global Research,” February 11, 2013: 
https://www.research.hsbc.com/midas/Res/RDV?ao=20&key=RxArFbnG1P&n=360010.PDF

1

www.sparc.arl.org



#SPARConCampus
Source http://www.gao.gov/products/GAO-13-368

Figure 1: Estimated Increases in New College Textbook Prices, College Tuition and 
Fees, and Overall Consumer Price Inflation, 2002 to 2012 
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$29,400
Average student debt at graduation 

(undergrad)

Source http://projectonstudentdebt.org/state_by_state-data.php
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$1,207
Average student budget for books and 
supplies for the 2013-2014 academic 

year

Source http://trends.collegeboard.org/college-pricing/figures-tables/average-estimated-undergraduate-
budgets-2013-14
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Source http://www.studentpirgs.org/sites/student/files/reports/A-Cover-To-Cover-Solution_4.pdf
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2 in 3
Students say they decided against 

buying a textbook because the cost is 
too high

Source http://www.uspirg.org/reports/usp/fixing-broken-textbook-market
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1 in 3
Students say at some point they earned a 

poor grade because they could not afford to 
buy the textbook

Source http://www.openaccesstextbooks.org/pdf/2012_Florida_Student_Textbook_Survey.pdf
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You can’t learn from 
materials you can’t 

afford
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Captured from http://www.ucsbstuff.com
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Captured from http://www.coursesmart.com/macroeconomics-fifth-edition/stephen-d-
williamson/dp/9780132992787
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“Broken Economics”
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Image CC BY-SA by Willi Heidelbach from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Metal_movable_type.jpg
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How do we enable
everything that digital 

makes possible?
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OPENNESS
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1. Free
(no cost, no barriers)
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2. Open
(right to fully use)
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Image © from http://www.wired.co.uk/news/archive/2013-07/11/copyright-hub-lacks-cc-options
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“All Rights Reserved” is 
like “Call Me Maybe”

You need to ask permission to use 
copyrighted material
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(familiar example of a copyright license)
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Open Licenses
Amend the default terms of © to 
“Some Rights Reserved” to allow 

open use



#SPARConCampus

Open Licenses
• Permission to freely and fully use*
• Granted in advance
• To all users (the public)
• Forever
• With attribution

* specific meaning varies based on context
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(easy-to-use open licenses)
www.creativecommons.org
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Advancing our systems 
for sharing information 
toward openness
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Free, immediate online access
to scientific & scholarly articles
with full reuse rights

Budapest Open Access Initiative

www.sparc.arl.org
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Two paths to Open Access

Self-
archiving

Open Access
Journals

www.sparc.arl.org
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1. Publish in an open-access journal

X >9,700

Source: Directory of Open Access Journals: www.doaj.org
www.sparc.arl.org
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Source: http://blogs.law.harvard.edu/pamphlet/2012/03/06/an-efficient-journal/
www.sparc.arl.org
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Source: http://blogs.law.harvard.edu/pamphlet/2012/03/06/an-efficient-journal/
www.sparc.arl.org

Founded when most of the Editorial 
Board of Machine Learning resigned 
in protest
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Source: http://blogs.law.harvard.edu/pamphlet/2012/03/06/an-efficient-journal/
www.sparc.arl.org

Founded when most of the Editorial 
Board of Machine Learning resigned 
in protest

Estimated cost per article: $6.50
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Source: http://blogs.law.harvard.edu/pamphlet/2012/03/06/an-efficient-journal/
www.sparc.arl.org

Founded when most of the Editorial 
Board of Machine Learning resigned 
in protest

Estimated cost per article: $6.50

Publishes ~3,500 pages / year
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Source: http://blogs.law.harvard.edu/pamphlet/2012/03/06/an-efficient-journal/
www.sparc.arl.org

Founded when most of the Editorial 
Board of Machine Learning resigned 
in protest

Estimated cost per article: $6.50

Publishes ~3,500 pages / year

Ranked in 93rd percentile for Impact 
Factor in its discipline 

bit.ly/anefficientjournal
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X 2,000

2. Publish (most) anywhere, 
deposit into an open-access repository

www.sparc.arl.org
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Source: 
http://blogs.nature.com/news/2013/08/university-

of-california-adopts-open-access-publishing-
policy.html
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<QUT citation advantage>

www.sparc.arl.orgSource: “OA Policy Development and Implementation at Queensland University of Technology,” Professor Tom Cochrane, Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Delivered November 2012):
http://www.berlin10.org/images/ws2cochrane.pdf
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Research Funder Open Access Policies

88 Research Funders in 18 countries D
ata from
 

roarm
ap.eprints.org
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Source: http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201320140AB609
www.sparc.arl.org
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Source: 
http://beta.congress.gov/113/bills/hr708/BILL

S-113hr708ih.pdf
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1,000+ 
Congressional lobbying visits
over the past 4.5 years
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OPEN 
EDUCATIONAL
RESOURCES
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“OER are textbooks and 
other academic materials that 
are published online for 
everyone to use, adapt and 
share freely” 
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See www.opencontent.org for full definition.

Meaning of “Open” for OER

All users have the right to:
• Retain
• Reuse
• Revise
• Remix
• Redistribute

…with attribution as specified
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Share Educational 
Materials as OER



#SPARConCampus
Captured from http://ocw.mit.edu/about/



#SPARConCampus
Captured from http://ocw.mit.edu/courses/translated-courses/ 
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Captured from http://www.ted.com/talks/richard_baraniuk_on_open_source_learning
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• Online platform where anyone 
can post materials

• Tools to assemble, edit, and 
share materials

• Access in html, pdf, epub, 
hardcopy

• CCBY license
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Captured from http://www.doleta.gov/taaccct/ 
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Create OER
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Captured from http://openstaxcollege.org/
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Captured from http://openstaxcollege.org/

• 20 open textbooks for high 
enrollment courses

• Comparable quality, features to 
traditional texts

• Sustainability through 
commercial partners

• Authors are compensated for 
their work

• CCBY license
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Captured from http://openstaxcollege.org/
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Captured from http://openstaxcollege.worksmartsuite.com/UserEditFormFilling.aspx
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#SPARConCampus
Captured from https://mapsengine.google.com/map/edit?mid=zlf08z_fDzZ0.k9IG2xj9vsbE

$2.3 million student savings
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“Compared with students using a 
traditional text… students who used the 
free online textbook scored higher on 
departmental final examinations, had 

higher grade point averages in the 
class and had higher retention rates”

Hilton, J., & Laman, C. (2012). One college’s use of an open psychology textbook. Open Learning, 
27(3), 265-272.



#SPARConCampus
Captured from http://opencourselibrary.org/
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Captured from http://opencourselibrary.org/

• 81 highest enrollment 
courses

• Materials cost $30 or less 
per course

• New materials must be 
open licensed (CC BY)

• State invested $750,000
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Captured from http://opencourselibrary.org/success-stories/

$5.5 million student savings



#SPARConCampus
Captured from http://lj.libraryjournal.com/2012/10/legislation/ca-creates-free-digital-textbook-library/ 
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Captured from http://icas-ca.org/coerc
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Support Adoption 
of OER
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Image © from http://www.teleread.com/wp-content/uploads/2009/02/bookstorerummage.jpg
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Captured from http://guides.library.umass.edu/content.php?pid=87648&sid=4778777
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Captured from http://guides.library.umass.edu/content.php?pid=87648&sid=4778777

$1 million+ student savings
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(and many other campuses, 
including UCLA!)

http://www.sparc.arl.org/resource/list-oer-projects-policies
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Captured from http://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks/ 
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Captured from http://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks/ 
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Captured from http://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks/ 

Pilot funded 11 faculty 
reviews; 7 adopted the 
textbook along with 5 more 
colleagues, saving 
students $100,000.
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What can 
you do?

www.sparc.arl.org
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Make your
work openly
available on
The Internet

Source: Mike Taylor: The SV-POW! open-access decision tree
svpow.com/2013/05/11/the-sv-pow-open-access-decision-tree/
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Support the creation,  
sharing and use of OER

www.sparc.arl.org
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Captured from http://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks/ 
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What kind of educational 
content does your campus 
produce? Can it be open?
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Raise awareness about 
Open Access & OER and 
their benefits

www.sparc.arl.org
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#textbookbroke
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Captured from http://www.studentpirgs.org/news/exorbitant-costs-spur-launch-national-
%E2%80%98textbook-rebellion%E2%80%99
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Captured from http://www.studentpirgs.org/open-textbooks/faculty-statement 
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SPARC Libraries & OER Forum

Public discussion list intended for academic 
and research librarians interested in OER.

Sign up: 
http://www.sparc.arl.org/resource/sparc-
libraries-oer-forum
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bit.ly/OAexplained

www.sparc.arl.org
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Source: 
http://blogs.nature.com/news/2013/08/university-

of-california-adopts-open-access-publishing-
policy.html



#SPARConCampuswww.sparc.arl.org Source: “OA Policy Development and Implementation at Queensland University of Technology,” Professor Tom Cochrane, 
Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Delivered November 2012):  http://www.berlin10.org/images/ws2cochrane.pdf
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Open Access Week: October 20-26, 2014

www.righttoresearch.org
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Put the next generation at 
the center

www.sparc.arl.org
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Captured from http://www.openeducationweek.org/about-oew2014/
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Thank you!

nick@arl.org
@R2RC

nicole@sparc.arl.org
@txtbks

www.righttoresearch.org
www.sparc.arl.org

www.sparc.arl.org


